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The Board of Trustees of the Institute of General Semantics 
 

Lance Strate, President 
Corey Anton, Vice-President 

Eva Berger, Secretary 
Thom Gencarelli, Treasurer 

 

George J. Barenholtz 
Vanessa Biard-Schaeffer 

Nora Bateson 
Susan J. Drucker 

Ben Hauck 
Dominic Heffer 
Mary P. Lahman 

Martin H. Levinson 
Michael Plugh 

Jacqueline J. Rudig 
Laura Trujillo-Liñán 

 
 
 

IGS Fellows 
 

Laura Bertone (Argentina) 
Isabel Caro Gabalda (Spain) 

Milton Dawes (Canada) 
Nicholas Johnson (USA) 

TC McLuhan (Canada/USA) 
Deepa Mishra (India) 

Terence P. Moran (USA) 
Douglas Rushkoff (USA) 
Deborah Tannen (USA) 
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The Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecturers 

 
 

2021  Siva Vaidhyanathan 
2020  Corey Anton 
2019  Nadine Strossen 
2018  Lance Strate 
2017  Terence P. Moran 
2016  Iain McGilchrist 
2015  Andrew Keen 
2014  Jack El-Hai 
2013  Terrence Deacon 
2012  Shawn Lawrence Otto 
2011  Sherry Turkle 
2010  Deborah Tannen 
2009  Mary Catherine 

Bateson 
2008  Douglas Rushkoff 
2007  Leonard Shlain 
2006  Renee Hobbs 
2005  Robert L. Carneiro 
2003  Sanford I. Berman 
2002  J. Allan Hobson 
2001  Lou Marinoff 
2000  Robert P. Pula 
1999  Ellen J. Langer 
1998  Theodore R. Sizer 
1997  Robert Anton Wilson 
1996  Mihaly 

Csikszentmihalyi 

1995  Nicholas Johnson 
1994  Lotfi A. Zadeh 
1993  William Lutz 
1992  Steve Allen 
1991  Albert Ellis 
1990  Warren M. Robbins 
1989  William V. Haney 
1988  Jerome Bruner 
1987  Richard W. Paul 
1986  George F. F. Lombard 
1985  Russell Meyers 
1984  Karl H. Pribram 
1983  Allen Walker Read 
1982  Robert R. Blake & 

Jane Srygley Mouton (Co-
Presenters) 

1981  Thomas Sebeok 
1980  Barbara Morgan 
1979  Don Fabun 
1978  Elwood Murray 
1977  Ben Bova 
1976  Roger W. Wescott 
1975  Harley C. Shands 
1974  Kenneth G. Johnson & 

Neil Postman 
1973  J. Samuel Bois, Elton 

S. Carter & Walter Probert 

1972  George Steiner 
1971  Henry Margenau 
1970  Gregory Bateson 
1969  Lancelot Law Whyte 
1968  Alastair M. Taylor 
1967  J. Bronowski 
1966  Alvin M. Weinberg 
1965  Henry Lee Smith, Jr. 
1964  Joost A. M. Meerloo 
1963  Henri Laborit 
1962  Harold G. Cassidy 
1961  Robert R. Blake 
1960  Warren S. McCullough 
1959  Charles M. Pomerat, 

William J. Fry & James A. 
Van Allen 

1958  Russell Meyers 
1957  Abraham Maslow 
1956  Clyde Kluckhohn 
1955  R. Buckminster Fuller 
1954  F. S. C. Northrop 
1953  F. J. Roethlisberger 
1952  William Vogt & Ashley 

Montagu
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The Trustees of the Institute of General Semantics 

Proudly Present 

The 2021 Samuel I. Hayakawa Book Prize to 

 

Carolyn Wiebe and Susan Maushart 

 

for 

The Genes of Culture: 

Towards a Theory of Symbols, Meaning and Media 

Volumes One and Two 

By Christine L. Nystrom 

 

October 7th, 2022 
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The Trustees of the Institute of General Semantics 

Proudly Present 

The 2021 Sanford Berman Award to 

 

Jermaine Martinez 

In Recognition of his 

Continuing Excellence 

In Teaching General Semantics 

 

 

October 7th, 2022 
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The Trustees of the Institute of General Semantics 

Proudly Present 

The 2021 J. Talbot Winchell Award to 

 

Lance Strate 

In Recognition of his 

Indispensable Contributions, 

Accomplishments and Time-Binding Efforts in 

Service to 

the Field of General Semantics 

 

October 7th, 2022 

 

  



 7 

 
Friday October 7th, 2022 
 
5:00 PM  Check-In and Reception 
 
6:00 PM Musical Performance by the Antonio Simone Trio 
 
7:00 PM  Dinner 
 
8:00 PM  The 70th Annual Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture 
 
Welcoming Remarks 
  Lance Strate, President, Institute of General Semantics 
 
Presentation of the S.I. Hayakawa Prize 
  Eva Berger, Secretary, Institute of General Semantics 
 
Presentation of the Sanford I. Berman Award 
  Corey Anton, Vice-President, Institute of General Semantics 
 
Presentation of the J. Talbot Winchell Award 
  Thom Gencarelli, Treasurer, Institute of General Semantics 
 
Introduction of the Alfred Korzybski Memorial Lecture 
  Lance Strate, President, Institute of General Semantics 
 

 

“Black Hole Survival Guide” 
 

Janna Levin 
Columbia University 
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Saturday October 8th, 2022 
 
 
8:00-9:00 AM Check-In and Breakfast Reception 
 
9:00 -10:15 AM Paradox Lost 

Moderator: Lance Strate, Fordham University 
 
“Exploring GS Principles Implied in Chantal Mouffe’s Politics/The Political Distinction: 
How General Semantics can Contribute to an Agonistic Pluralism” 
Jermaine Martinez, Northern Arizona University 
 
“General Semantics and Politics” 
Corey Anton, Grand Valley State University 
 
“The Voice of the Messiah: Media Environments and Power in Dune” 
Michael Quinn, Manhattan College 
 
“Didascalia” 
Gina Valenti, Universidad Nacional de Rosario 
 
 
 
 
10:30-11:45 AM  Culture and Commitment 

Moderator: Eva Berger, College of Management and Academic Studies 
 
“Following the Line” 
Ellen Wetmore, University of Massachusetts Lowell 
  
“General Semantics and Sex” 
Valerie V. Peterson, Grand Valley State University 
  
“‘Dropping the H-bomb’: Marriage, Language and Queering the Normative” 
Sharif Mowlabocus, Fordham University 
  
“Language and the Law of Incitement, Insurrection and Other Crimes and 
Misdemeanors” 
Susan Drucker, Hofstra University, & Gary Gumpert, Urban Communication 
Foundation  
 
 
12:00-1:00 PM Lunch Break 
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1:00-2:15 PM   Science and Sanity 
Moderator: Laura Trujillo Liñan, Universidad Panamericana 

 
“The Myth of Scientific Objectivity” 
Ashwin Vaidya, Montclair State University 
  
“Mind the Methods: A Cautionary History of Finding and Losing Our Minds to Brain 
Mapping” 
Najmeh Khalili-Mahani, Concordia University 
 
“Time is Not Space: Metaphor, Metaphysics, and Cybernetics” 
Lance Strate, Fordham University 
  
“Towards 'Living' Data” 
Anni Garza Lau, Centro Nacional de las Artes and the SAE Institute, Mexico City 
 
 
 
 
 
2:30-3:45 PM Mind and Nature 

Moderator: Corey Anton, Grand Valley State University 
 
“A Blessing in Disguise?: Aphantasia and Abstraction in a Hyper-Visual World” 
Eva Berger, College of Management and Academic Studies 
 
“‘Why Do Things Have Outlines?’: Batesonian Notes on Creativity and the Human 
Condition” 
Paolo Granata, University of Toronto 
 
“Stamp Out Nouns!” 
Stephen Nachmanovitch, International Bateson Institute 
 
“Homing: The Work of Jason Ferguson and Matt Kenyon” 
Jason J. Ferguson, Eastern Michigan University, and Matt Kenyon, State 
University of New York at Buffalo 
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Sunday October 9th, 2022 
 
 
8:00-9:00 AM Check-In and Breakfast Reception 
 
9:00 -10:15 AM The Genes of Culture 

Moderator: Michael Plugh, Manhattan College 
 
“Evaluating Cultural Failures Through an Indological Lens to General Semantics–The 
Story of Dhritarashtra: The Mahabharata" 
Sthitipragnya Dash, Independent Scholar 
  
“Pundits and Wags in Matters-Pulchritudinous Get Flummoxed By ‘To Be’” 
Tim Lyons, Independent Scholar 
 
“Media and Memory” 
Thom Gencarelli, Manhattan College 
 
“Fast Food and Fake Sculpture” 
Jeffu Warmouth, Fitchburg State University 
 
 
 
 
10:30 AM-11:45 Angels Fear 
Moderator: Teresa Manzella, New York Society for General Semantics 
 
“New Ways to Express Feelings Through Social Media” 
Laura Trujillo Liñan, Universidad Panamericana 
 
“Errancy, Error and Serendipity as Creative Methodology” 
Jean-Philippe Côté, Collège Édouard-Montpetit 
 
“Death as Life’s Picture Frame” 
Joshua Clements, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
 
“Hotter and Drier: Visualizing and Sonifying Climate Data” 
Yoon Chung Han, San Jose State University 
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12:00 -1:15 PM Ecologies of Mind, Media, and Meaning 
Moderator: Thom Gencarelli, , Manhattan College 
 
“George Herbert Mead and Alfred Korzybski: Inside-Out, Culture, Communication, 
Action and Interaction” 
Teresa Manzella, New York Society for General Semantics 
 
“Report on the Ecolinguistics Project in Ukraine” 
Igor Korolyov, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv 
 
“Alas, Poor Yorick” 
David Clark, Nova Scotia College of Art and Design 
 
“In the sh[e]llow, the sh[e]llow sh[e]llow”: A Media Ecological and General Semanticist 
Investigation of Marcel the Shell with Shoes On" 
Adeena Karasick, Pratt Institute 
 
********************************************************************************** 
 

The Map Is Not The Territory 
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ETC: A REVIEW OF GENERAL SEMANTICS 

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 
ETC: A Review of General Semantics is the official quarterly publication of the Institute of 
General Semantics, now in its 79th year of continuous publication. 
 
ETC welcomes submissions about the symbolic environments in which humans spend their time, 
with a particular focus on the study of the intersection of language, thought, and behavior.  We 
are primarily interested in approaches to the nature of language as our species’ primary medium 
of human communication, how we use language to create what we call meaning, and how we can 
be better meaning-makers through an understanding of the relationships among language, 
meaning, thought, mind, symbols, media, technology, context, culture, etc. 
 
Submissions fall into four main areas – keeping in mind, of course, that such categories are 
tentative, artificial, and always subject to revision.  The categories are meant to suggest the broad 
range of possible contributions, not to limit them.  Contributors are not required to specify into 
which area a particular piece falls. 
 
Category 1: Articles about our various symbolic environments, emergent or persisting 
metaphors, and/or current or historical study of human symbolic use that advances our 
understanding of symbols, behavior, and culture. 
 
Category 2: Cases and observations of language use and misuse in politics, commerce, 
relationships, and self-talk that contribute to an understanding of the relationship between 
language, thought, and behavior. 
 
Category 3: Instructional frameworks, models, and principles intended to assist educators in 
illustrating general semantics principles: lesson plans, activities, demonstrations, etc. 
 
Category 4: Artwork, illustrations, poetry, short fiction, and/or other vehicles that express or 
explain some idea about symbols and behavior, such as maps and territories, abstractions, non-
categorical thinking, extensional thinking, or the principle of etcetera. 
 
HOW TO SUBMIT 
 
Article submissions are accepted electronically via e-mail.  All submissions must be original 
work and must not be under consideration by other publications.  Please submit to: 
  

• Editor: Thom Gencarelli (thom.gencarelli@manhattan.edu or editor-
etc@generalsemantics.org) 

• Book Review Editor: Martin H. Levinson (MandkLevin@aol.com) 
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WRITER’S GUIDELINES 
 
The following are the guidelines for contributions to ETC: A Review of General Semantics 
(modified January 19, 2021): 
 
Microsoft Word documents are preferred.  Please send your document as an e-mail attachment to 
thom.gencarelli@manhattan.edu or editor-etc@generalsemantics.org.  Contact the Editor if you 
experience any technical issues. 
 
As we move toward the professional standard practice that is internal consistency within our 
pages, we request that contributors follow the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (7th Ed., 2020) for all citations and bibliographic references.  
However, because we are, at this time, an interdisciplinary community, we will continue to 
accept manuscripts that utilize the author’s choice of style guide (MLA, Chicago, etc.). 
 
Please do not, under any circumstances, use the automated footnote or note referencing function 
of MSWord. 
 
If you wish to include photos, illustrations, or graphics, you may incorporate them into your 
document yourself or send them as separate files with instructions for where to insert them 
within your manuscript.  Acceptable formats include JPG, JPEG, GIF, TIF, and BMP files.  
Resolution/file size should be as large as possible.  All permissions for the use of copyrighted 
material are the responsibility of the author and must be obtained before submission. 
 
Please include with your submission a brief author’s blurb, of no more than three sentences, as 
you wish to present yourself, and which we will publish at the bottom of the first page of the 
published piece.  Indicate your last degree and the institution from which you obtained it. 
 
Finally, if you submit an article that has been previously published, please obtain reprint 
permissions prior to your submission to ETC, and make sure to provide evidence of such 
permission at the time you submit. 
 
**ETC emphatically and especially welcomes and encourages submissions by students.** 
 
For more information, please contact the editor, Thom Gencarelli, directly at 
thom.gencarelli@manhattan.edu 
 
For further information and/or to purchase current or back issues of ETC: A Review of General 
Semantics, please visit the IGS website at: http://www.generalsemantics.org/ 
ETC: A Review of General Semantics is an interdisciplinary quarterly published by the 
Institute of General Semantics 
 
ETC was published by the International Society for General Semantics  
from 1943 to 2003 
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Call for Submissions for a Special Issue of ETC 

“Politics and General Semantics” 
 
 Looking at the world today, we find much polarization, unrest and political 
turmoil. People squabble, gossip, jump to conclusions, traffic in hearsay, and 
engage in many forms of interaction that contribute to the overall dis-ease of the 
political milieu and social world. Over the past decade, families and familiar bonds 
have sour over political disputes. Many people do not want this and they wish the 
world were a saner place, but they lack the resources for both understanding 
political unrest and for handling it. 
 To what extent does general semantics hold vital resources for those who 
would grasp political quandaries?  
What orientations, practices or principles from general semantics best helps people 
deal with the contemporary political climate? For example, how do concepts such 
as “Consciousness of abstracting,” “non-allness,” “indexing,” “dating,” “etc.” help 
people in thinking clearly about political issues? Which issues, specifically, would 
benefit most from the insights of general semantics? For example, how might 
someone well-versed in general semantics talk about topics such as: 2nd 
amendment, mask mandates, LGBTQ, abortion, black lives matter, the me-too 
movement, Q-Anon & conspiracy theory, gerrymandering, fake news, etc.? Would 
those most versed in general semantics likely lean to either the left or the right of 
the political spectrum, or to the middle, or, might they be less inclined to engage in 
certain kinds of political discourse, especially where terms are ill-defined and/or 
things taken out of context? 
 This CALL FOR PAPERS seeks to solicit papers, of any length, for a 
special issue of ETC. We are seeking meaningful contributions to the question of 
how, exactly, the study and practice of general semantics can help people 
understand and handle political strife.   
 Papers should be formatted to either APA or MLA. For submissions, No 
Later Than March 1st, 2023, and/or for more information, please contact Corey 
Anton (antonc@gvsu.edu).  
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S. I. Hayakawa: “General semantics is the science of how not to be a damn fool.” 
Aldous Huxley: “General semantics is a linguistic self-control which teaches how symbols are related to 
experience so as to make it less likely that we take too seriously the absurd or dangerous nonsense that, 
within every culture, passes for philosophy, wisdom and political argument.” 
Rachel Lauer: “General semantics consists of studying the natural processes of our world according to 
the best knowledge we have of modern science, and trying to correct our habits of evaluating and speaking 
to fit what we ‘know’ and how we ‘know’ it.” 
Neil Postman: “General semantics is simply the name we give to all those inquiries which take as their 
starting point the pre-eminence of symbols and structure in human communication, and which are 
dominated by the paradigm of communication as environment.” 
Steve Allen: “It is important to realize that general semantics is not simply something of interest to 
scholars or university graduates. Teachers can and should introduce it at all levels since thinking skills are 
useful at every level and in every subject in the curriculum.” 
Denyse Morrow: “General semantics views healthy human beings as complex but organized entities, 
whose pleasure and challenge is problem-solving, whose characteristics include an eagerness for living, as 
well as an interest and involvement in daily life.” 
Allen Walker Read: “General semantics is a discipline drawing upon the best scientific methods for the 
deep restructuring of human beings to make optimal use of their potentialities.” 
Anatol Rapoport: “General semantics is concerned with constructing a science of man, based upon an 
empirical investigation of the way man’s perception of reality is distorted by the screen of language 
interposed between him and his world.” 
Pamela Butler: “General semantics deals with how people perceive the world and how the language we 
use has an influence on that perception, and how our language locks us into a particular way of seeing the 
world.” 
Mary Morain: “General semantics encourages the study of processes behind the curtain of language. It 
investigates the relations between words, what words refer to and the human beings involved, the effects 
of language on evaluation and of evaluation on language.” 
Wendell Johnson: “General semantics may be regarded as a systematic attempt to formulate the 
general method of science in such a way that it might be applied not only in a few restricted areas of 
human experience, but generally in daily life. It is concerned with science as a general method, as a basic 
orientation, as a generalized way of solving problems.” 

J. Samuel Bois: “General semantics is an up-to-date epistemology. It is the science of our mental 
activities, and it deals with how we observe with our senses and how we introspect, how we think, how we 
doubt, how we attain certainty, how we accept the views of others, how we communicate our own views, 
how we differentiate facts from opinions, how we remember and forget, how we solve problems, how we 
invent and create.” 
Harry Weinberg: “General semantics is a very broad methodology covering the whole range of human 
evaluation, including directions for seeking control of worry, hate, feelings of inferiority, etc., linked to 
both an ethical system which is not in contradiction to anything known to science, and a program for 
proper evaluation which is firmly rooted in the psychoneurological structure of man.” 

Catherine Minteer: “General semantics provides a method of studying the part language plays in 
human affairs. It emphasizes the effectiveness of human communication in (1) the awareness of the all-
pervasive character of language in daily affairs, (2) the habit of looking to language as a possible clue to 
some of our misunderstandings and conflicts, and (3) an appreciation of the scientific method and a 
consideration of applying it to language.” 
Alfred Korzybski: “In general semantics we do not ‘preach’ ‘morality’ or ‘ethics’ as such, but we train 
students in consciousness of abstracting, consciousness of the multiordinality of mechanisms of 
evaluation, relational orientations, etc., which bring about cortico-thalamic integration, and then as a 
result ‘morality’, ‘ethics’, awareness of social responsibilities, etc., follow automatically. 


